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How does Geography Class Works in Secondary School in Minnesota, U.S.A.2*
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Abstract : This paper examines how geography class is taught in the secondary schools in Minnesota,
U.S.A. Geography is one of the separate subjects among social studies in middle school and high school.
Unexpectedly, few geography teachers majored in geography in their colleges. The social study subject
was developed in the United States in the early 20th century, and introduced to school curriculum in
Korea after the Second World War, but considerable differences between the two countries exists how to
integrate geography, history, civics, and economics into the single subject, that is, social studies. There is
no particular regulation which specifies whom will be qualified as a geography teacher. Instead, any
social study teacher is assumed to teach geography in middle school and high school. Moreover, most of
geography teachers have not enough knowledge on the new geography based on the national geography
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standards that were introduced in recent years to improve nationwide school geography. I attended to

four geography classrooms in two middle schools and two high schools during a period of one month,

and observed that classes were emphasized upon the mastery of geographical facts rather than improving

students creative and theoretical thinking activities, although many activities were assigned to students in

the classes with maps and related printed materials. Teaching materials have rarely been organized to

improve the concept and theory to solve the geographical issues for students. It is important in classroom

that a teacher has to be well qualified to teach a given subject. I think that a new teacher licensing system

could be one of the alternatives to provide better opportunities for those who majored in geography to

improve the geography education in the United States.

Key words : geography education in U.S.A., geography curriculum, teaching and learning activities,

teacher licensing system for social studies.
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TOURING MEXICO

1 If you were entering Mexico from the
United States by road you would pass
through one of the cities listed below. Such
cities are known as “ports of entry.” Each
United States port of entry has a Mexican
city on the opposite side of the border. What
Mexican cities are opposite

a. ille, Texas?

b. McAllen, Texas?
c. Laredo, Texas?

d. Eagle Pass, Texas?

e. El Paso, Texas?

f. Nogales, New Mexico?

g. Calexico, California?

2. The numbers between the stars on the
highways tell the distance in miles between

cities. For example, the distance in miles be-
tween Piedras Negras and is 276

on highway 45 to Mexico City, what cities
and towns would you pass through?

a.

F@m ™o a8 5

i

5. What would be the total number of miles
you would drive on highway 15 from Nogales
to Guadalajara?

Cities Miles

miles.
What is the distance in miles from:

a. El Paso to Chihuahua?
b. Mexicali to San Felipe?

¢. Mexico City to Guadalajara?

d. San Luis Potosi to Tampico?

3. What are the numbers of the four main
north-south highways?

4. If you were to travel from El Paso, Texas

a. Nogales to Guaymas

b. Guaymas to Culiacan

c. Culiacan to Mazatlan

d. Mazatlan to Guadalajara
Total miles

6. You can see that to go from Mazatlan to
La Paz by car would be a very long drive.
How many miles would it be if you flew from
one of these cities to the other?

miles
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Student Progress Report
Trimester 2 Mid-term Grade
ROSEMOUNT MIDDLE SCHOOL
Student's Grade: 103.4% (A)
Weighted Type (Numeric Weighted Type)

4/5/2001

Task Type Task Class Percent
# (weighted) Name Score Out Of Percent Avg (%) of Sprd
Daily Work Class List 6 6] 100.! 58, 0.
[_2|[Daily Work __[tri 1 1058| 100.0] 1058] _ 85. 0.
[ 3|Daily Work___[Tri 2 93] _100.0] _ 93. 83. 0.
|__4|Daily Work Russia Packet 69 50| 138. 4‘ 86. 19.
| 5]Assignments |Russia Leader 24 24] 100 75. 333|
[_6|Examinations |Russia Quiz 18 20 90 o1 33.
Daily Work Current Events 20 nla n/a
8|Examinations [C.E. Quizes 20 nla n/a
9 | Daily Work China Movie 10 10 100.0 97.8 4.0
10 | Daily Work China Map 22 24 91.7 85.4 9.5
Student's Summary Grade and Class Average:  103.4 849
Shslents Grade 1044% ()
lowest score [
i 0 s s il i |
0%  10%  20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%  80% 0%  100%
median
Missing Tasks:
Task Type Missing
# (weighted Task Reason Percent
7 Daily Work Current Events Zempty> /a
8 Examinations C.E. Quizes <empty> n/a
Total Percentage Missing: 0.0
Class Notes:
Students' project on their country's development is due February 5.
This booklet of graphs and maps represents 1/4 of their trimester grade.
Score  Count %ofScores
#°° Sorto I, | 500%
<empty> 2 of 10 T 20.0%
Teacher:
(please sign and retum)
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