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The Change of Educational Assessment System and
Social Studies Assessment in Texas
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Abstract : Since the first statewide testing was launched in 1979, Texas assessment system has been
getting rigorous. The research on the history of Texas assessment system shows several characteristics of
the Texas educational reform : (a)Testing has featured prominently in the Texas educational reform,
(b)Texas educational reform is ‘top-down’ style, (c)Texas assessment system has been getting rigorous,
and (d)The result of standardized test controls the accountability of school and school district. Some
protesters complain that students are being constrained by ‘drill-and-kill’ rote learning because of the
rigorous test. The social studies TAKS are designed to assess those portions of the Texas state-mandated
curriculum (TEKS). Social studies assessment is administered for 8th, 10th, and 11th grade students. Since
8th grade social studies in TEKS consist of the American history, the assessment of 8th grade social studies
focuses on American history. Both the 10th and 11th grade assessment include world history and world
geography studies.
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skils competencies)’ ] F7tll A 712 (basic)' &
w7 Fage] 5% (Mnmum skills) of 23E
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o] AglAele e A Aot AR olty, ¥ AL FHMEW ALY F8 g
&8}3] (National Council for the Social Studies) 7} 7} o] s FZHe] AAU whe} wHEFo E}vﬂ
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