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A Study on the Strategies to Develop
the Teaching Materials of Regional Learning in Social Studies*
- Concerning the Idea of ‘Strand’ as Curriculum Standard -

111 Son** and Jong-Han Jeon* **
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Abstract : The localization of social studies education has been pursued by means of ‘regional learning’
in Korea. To recognize the regional identities is the target of regional learning in social studies, but the
contents and standpoints to reach the target are diverse and complex. It is thought that the idea of
‘strand’ is one of the good strategies to develop the teaching materials in these circumstances. In this
study, therefore, six strands are suggested to ensure the scope and sequence of the contents in regional
learning.

Six strands are as follows: @map-reading; @place; @milieu; @ecology; @circulation; ®change
through time. Six strands have to be connected to each other to compose the contents, and every strand
has its own position among the hierarchy existing in them. The teaching materials that are composed of
these six strands should be not the textbooks, but the guidelines to approach the aims of regional learning.
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Teachers have to mediate the relative importance among six strands by considering the environments and
institutions of each locality. In these cases, landscape’ and ‘region-related discourse’ could be assumed

to play an important role in the mediations.

Key words : regional learning, regional geography, regional identities, six major strands(map-reading,

place, ecology, milieu, circulation, change through time)
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