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Reforming Student Teaching Toward a Closer Theory-Practice Interaction*
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Abstract : This paper is on a closer collaboration between a college professor and a mentor teacher in the
context of student teaching. The focus is how all parties of participants -- student teachers, mentor teacher,
and professor -- change through the 4-week practice teaching, with implications for an outline of
improved practice teaching. All three parties came to eventually realize, from their hearts, the need for a
closer collaboration between the school and the college, or a closer relationship between the practice and
the theory. For this, mentor teachers as well as professors would have to be changed significantly.
Teachers would have to be able to participate in the collaborative endeavor as equal partners, not as
subordinates, and professors would also have to see teachers as colleagues rather than as assistants. This
requires a fundamental change in current student teaching practices.

Key words : collaborative student teaching, collaboration among equals, mentor teachers, educational
viewpoints
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