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Abstract : This study tried to improve learning method of Social Studies. To do this the study developed
a base map for effective learner - centered social studies learning and made use of a developed base map
verifying the effect of the base map.

A base map for learning Social Studies was constructed as follows : first, the map can be used as a
supplement to the textbook. Second, the map can enhance the students’ interest when it is made in
various patterns. Third, the map can help improve the thinking power and inquiry skills needed in Social
Studies. Fourth, learning according to the students’ level can be done with a base map when the content of
other areas and by presenting the problems need comprehensive thinking after the students’ initial study.
This study indicates that learning using base map is more effective in enhancing thinking power and
participates in the students learning.

Key words : base map, improvement of learning method, activity learning paper, extension of thinking power
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