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Changes in Spatial Distribution-Patterns of the
Private Education Institutions in Seoul

Kyung-Sik Joo* - Kyung-Sook Kim**
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to explain the changes of spatial distribution-patterns of the
educational phenomena in Seoul. To understand the private educational trends, private education
institutions are used as indices of the educational phenomena and their changes and growth of the spatial
distribution patterns are investigated. Unlikely from the early stage of the private education institutions,
at present, most of the private education institutions in Seoul are functioning to prepare for entrance
examination and a supplementary instruction for the education of normal schools. Most of the
elementary, middle and high school students are enrolled in the private institutions. There is a wide range
of regional differences in the spatial distribution of the private education institutions in Seoul; they are
located densely in Kangnam-gu, Songpa-gu, Yangcheon-gu, Kangdong-gu and Nowon-gu but sparsely in
Jongro-gu and Joog-gu.

Originally, the private education institutions in Seoul were distributed around the downtown until the
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1970s. But as the residential areas were decentralized and expanded to the outskirts in the late 1970s, the
center of the private education institutions has been moved out from downtown of Seoul located in
northern part of Han River to the south of Han River. In the changing processes of educational space,
Chungjin-dong and Naesudong in Jongro-gu area was the incipient center of the private educational
institutions initially, and then, the center was moved to Noryangjin-dong in Dongjak-gu and Apgujung-
dong in Gangnam-gu. Now, Daechi-dong in Gangnam-gu becomes the new center.

As recently the private education sector become an important part in Korean education system, the
regional unbalance in the geographical distribution of the private education institutions has widened and
it causes a pivotal social conflict that generates unequal opportunities for public education and those
"deepen the unbalanced economic structure and social justice in our society. Therefore, in conclusion, this
paper proposes that for the establishment of equal opportunity in the education system in Seoul, the
geographical distribution of the private education institutions should be reconsidered and evenly
allocated to the students from various social classes.

Key words : private educational institution, preparing the entrance examination and supplementary
instruction, spatial distribution of private educational institutions, changing processes of
educational space, opportunity for education
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