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Structural Characters and Problems of the Geography
Domain in the 7th Social Studies Curriculum
- Centered on 7-10 Grade Courses in National Common Basic Curriculum -
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Abstract : This study aims to find out structural characteristics of the 7th geography curriculum(7-10
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grade course in national basic common curriculum) by the dimensional analysis method which is useful
for analyzing curriculum. It also manifests various problems of the 7th geography curriculum. And the
solution for these problems will become the theme of the subsequent research. The conclusions are as
follows. First, The structure of geography curriculum in the 7th Secondary Social studies is organized into
a broad-area form in the respect of a high level structure-system dimension. According to the middle level
structure-system dimension, the whole structure from the middle School 1st grade to the high school 1st
one is the structure of non-continuous fields. Second, An analysis of the low level structure-system
dimension shows characteristics of contents in each grade in detail as follows. In the middle school 1st
grade, content order is organized as units(course of study)Korean and World Geography, such as
community — each local area in Korea — each continent in the world. So it has a sequence that an area
expands. The middle school 3rd consists of units(course of study) in Human Geography. In-depth
courses which are established at all syllabuses have a high difficulty degree. Geography in the high school
1st grade also consists in units of Human Geography mainly. And depth courses have a high difficulty
degree in a level of contents. Third, In order to decide a scope of curriculum in Geography, the method to
choose various life region as contents and the method to use system of Geography are applied. To decide
a sequence is mostly based on an area-expanding method and an order of mother- science system. Fourth,
The differentiated curriculum is introduced into the 7th curriculum. But some In-depth course has a high
level of content and it gives difficulties to the teaching and learning class in a school, especially the

research and understanding of students.

Key words : dimensional analysis method, geography domain, field, part, metacognition
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