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Alternative Ways to Solve the Problems of the ‘Inquiry Activities’

in Current Highschool Geography Textbooks

Khan-Yong Lee*
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Abstract : This study aims to analyze ‘inquiry activities’ in geography textbooks for the Korean high
school students. Based on the analysis, this study provides several alternative ways to solve the problems
of the current inquiry activities in 8 kinds of highschool geography textbooks. The analysis of the study
focused on three aspects: form, inquiry types and structure. The findings are as follows. In terms of form,
these activities were presented with plenty of useful visual-spatial data. With regard to inquiry types, the
activities were designed to make students simply review what they learned rather than to develop
students’ higher order thinking skills. As for structure, most tasks in an inquiry activity unit were not
sequenced under one theme. Most tasks were sequenced without having any related theme.

In order to solve these problems, an alternative model is suggested. This new model is a modified
model based on the SOLO taxonomy, the spatial intelligence 3-steps model, and Mahood’s graphs
learning model. The major characteristic of this new model is to reshape unorganic task types into
structural testlets which have 3 or 4 outcome-ordered sub-items. These testlets will help students
understand a learning theme in a relevant lesson unit and improve higher order thinking skills. Practical
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examples are provided at the end of this paper.

Key words : inquiry activities, SOLO taxonomy, spatial intelligence 3-steps model, Mahood' s graphs
learning model, restructuring of inquiry activities
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