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The Evaluation of the Internal Validity of the 7th National
Curriculum in Social Studies
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Abstract : This paper aims to evaluate the internal validity of the 7th National Curriculum in Social
Studies based on the empirical analysis of the curriculum development process, correspondence between
the goals and contents specified in the curriculum, and the actual utilization of curriculum, and to suggest
some policy implications for further curriculum development. Findings of this paper suggest three key
weaknesses of the curriculum: (1) In terms of the curriculum development process, the 7th National
Curriculum was developed out of a hierarchical decision-making structure with less participation from
teachers, due to its design-focused system. Moreover, effective communication and information sharing
between elementary and middle school parts was not made in the curriculum development process. As a
consequence, there is a gap between teachers’ capabilities and the curriculum, and effective connection
between each of the school levels is not made. (2) In terms of the correspondence between the goals and
actual curriculum, enhancing citizen competence with norms of democracy as a goal is not tangible so that
it cannot play a guiding role in social studies education. Also, linkages between chapters in each academic
year and between academic years are not effective because of the incoherent and less systematic pattern of
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integration between geography, history, and politics. (3) In terms of actual utilization of curriculum,

teachers lack autonomy in class organization due to the hierarchical decision-making structure, and, as a

consequence, they think the curriculum as, for the most part, mandatory requirement, not as a innovative

guidance.

Key words : evaluation of the internal validity of the 7th National Curriculum, integrated Social Studies

curriculum, design-focused curriculum, teachers’ utilizable knowledge
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