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Developing Workbook-style Field Trip Guidebook in Undergraduate Geography

Jongwon Lee* - Kyung-Rim Harm** - Bokyung Kim***
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Abstract : Geography field trips are designed so that students might have direct experience of the
landscape and/or the people. But, many field trips operated by the geography departments have failed to
provide participants individualized experience due to their large scale and the lack of preparation. The
authors suggest that workbook-style field trip guidebook is a particularly useful tool for students to fully
engage and experience real world and real people during the field trip, through participation in field
activities and problem solving directed by the guidebook. These students’ activities and tasks have been
developed based on three elements: geographic characteristics of the site, available field investigation
skills and aspects of spatial thinking. By enhancing the preparatory phase of field trip, participants were
more quickly acclimatized once they arrive at the field site and were better able to focus on the key issues.
Post-field trip evaluation of the workbook-style guidebook were presented as a result of this study. It
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showed that while signs of frustration due to the number of tasks were often expressed by the

participants, so was satisfaction with individualized learning approach and the range of field skills
covered during the field trip. The paper reflects on the problems encountered in trying to apply research
ideas in field trip exercises, and concludes with some comments on improvements and further

developments.

Key words : Workbook-style, Field trip guidebook, Spatial thinking, Students’ activities, Tasks
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