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Understanding on the Development of Children’s National Identity
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Abstract : In this study I investigated the children’s national identity. As children’s grades grow, the
kinds of symbols of national identity increase rapidly and ratio of major symbols, for examples, the
national flag and the national anthem, the national flower decreases. I think it results in reinforcement and
differentiation of self-consciousness on national identity, as children’s grades grow. And when I analysed
the domains of national identity, in the low grade political national identity is major national identity, and
in the high grade cultural national identity is major national identity relatively. It means children’s major
national identity converts from political national identity to cultural national identity, and national
identity transits from another-based to self-based. But territorial national identity is minor in the all
grades. It means territorial national identity should be reinforced in elementary geography education.

Key words : national identity, political national identity, territorial national identity, cultural national
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