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Abstract: This paper is on the construction of geographic knowledge as a cognitive system. Some of the results may
be presented as follows: First, A geographic problem takes shape when a given object or situation enters one’s
existing geographic cognitive system, according to the tenet ‘the cognitive system of humankind as a biological
existence is a closed system, and their cognitive activities are subjective.” Second, self-generated renewal of
geographic knowledge is possible when problems arising from the existing geographic understanding are attacked
continuously and consecutively, according to the principle of autopoiesis. Third, only learners themselves can initiate
change and growth in the geographic cognitive structure. They should be able to complement and revise their existing
cognitive systems while pursuing their inquiry themes. Fourth, the sense of ‘location’ being one of the main targets
of geographic education. it may have to anchor firmly in children’s cognitive structure through the constructive
learning process. And last, differentiaton being the basis of geographic knowledge construction, it may have to be

consistently practiced in relation to locations on the map.
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