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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to analyse the characteristics and problems of regional disparity in the
textbook "Korean Geography s of the 2015 revised curriculum from the perspective of spatial justice. The research
findings are as follows. First, the metropolitan-non-metropolitan divide is the epitome of spatial injustice, where
social opportunities, resources, and power are unequally distributed among regions by state power or big capital.
Second, curricula and textbooks organised the issue of regional disparity into binary oppositions of metropolitan
area-non-metropolitan area, city-rural, and Seoul-rural, implicitly encouraging aspirations to the metropolitan area
and population outflow from non-metropolitan areas. Third, despite the fact that the migration of the rural population to
the metropolitan area is driven by high-quality employment opportunities concentrated in the metropolitan area, the
textbook bluntly states that the outflow of young people from the rural areas has led to the endangerment of the
provinces. Fourth, the textbook does not give much importance to the differences in the impact of regional development
policies in the 1970s and 2000s on the metropolitan/non-metropolitan polarization phenomenon. Finally, the textbook is
organised at the level of introducing government policies on how to solve regional disparities. It is necessary to structure

the contents and activities so that students can critically explore the causes and solutions of regional disparities.
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