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The Characteristics of Geographical Textbooks
in Korea during the Japanese Colonial Period

- Based on the Perspective of Rationalization of Japanese Colonization -
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to identify the characteristics of geographical textbooks based on how the
elements included in the geography textbooks are interrelated by analyzing the national geography textbooks
published by the Japanese Government-General of Korea during the Japanese colonial period. Based on the Joseon
Education Imperial Order, this study derives the geography textbooks of the main analysis target and analyzes the
content elements from the perspective of interaction. The results revealed through this study are as follows. First, the
educational authority of geography textbooks was strengthened by using the use of scientific data and the latest in
teaching and learning methods. Second, based on colonial-related descriptions, the premise that securing colonies is
natural and inevitable for national development was formed inside the geography textbook. Third, based on the first
and second premises, the negative description of European colonization and the positive relationship between
Japanese colonization and regional development were presented in contrast, maximizing the instrumental effect of

the geographical textbook to rationalize Japanese colonization.
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