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Analysis of Low Birth Rate and Aging in Social Studies Education in Korea
: Focusing on the 2015 and 2022 Revised National Curriculum and Analysis
of Social Studies Geography Section Textbook in the Middle School
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to analyze the content of low birth rates and aging in middle school social
studies textbooks and suggest implications for textbook production. To achieve this purpose, this study analyzed the
educational content of the 2015 and 2022 revised social studies curriculum, definitions in various areas, and the
content of the geography section of middle school social studies textbooks in relation to low birth rate and aging. The
results of this study are as follows. First, when low birth rates and aging populations are explained in textbooks, they
need to be described in a value-neutral manner. Second, definitions of low birth rate and aging need to be presented.
The key elements for defining low birth rate are the total fertility rate and the perspective of temporal comparison,
and the key elements for defining aging are the increase in the proportion of the elderly population and the persistence

of the phenomenon.
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