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Beyond celebration and rejection:
In Search of Geographical Geopolitics for Geography Education*
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Abstract: With the growing interest in geopolitics, it is not uncommon to hear the phrase “the return or resurgence
of geopolitics”. However, the resurgence of geopolitics is complicated for geographers. The harm that geopolitics has
done to human societies and the environmental deterministic simplifications that recent geopolitics has pursued are
important reasons why geographers have distanced themselves from geopolitics. The attitude that geographical
knowledge can be explained without acquiring specialized knowledge also contributes to geographers' distrust of
geopolitics. Nevertheless, it cannot be ignored that geopolitics is generating interest in geography. This paper
explores how geographers view and approach geopolitics in the midst of this celebration and rejection. To do so, the
definition of geopolitics, the history of geopolitics in Korea will be briefly reviewed. Several implications will be
drawn from the analysis of the development of geopolitics and the Korean geopolitical tradition. First, in order to
establish and teach geopolitics, we need to actively embrace the orientation of critical geopolitics. Second, we need
to actively expand the scale of geography, which has been reduced by a geopolitical imagination centered on the
security of Korean Peninsula. Third, we should respond to the demand for geographical knowledge by actively

utilizing geopolitics as a component of regional geography.
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