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Exploratary Study on Camping Activities and Environmental Competencies
of Elementary School Students*

- Focusing on Camping Experience, Frequency and Types -
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Abstract: This study aimed to explore whether there are differences in environmental competencies among
elementary school students based on their camping experiences, frequency of camping activities, and types of
camping activities. The results revealed that, overall, there were no statistically significant differences in the
sub-factors of environmental competencies based on whether elementary students had camping experience, the
frequency of camping activities, or the types of camping activities. However, some specific items within the
sub-factors of environmental competencies showed statistically significant differences. The findings of the study are
as follows: First, elementary students with camping experience tended to enjoy participating in nature-based
ecological activities and were more likely to perceive themselves as important contributors to solving local
community issues compared to students without camping experience. Second, elementary students with higher

frequencies of camping activities demonstrated awareness of the impact of their habits on the environment, expressed
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interest in global environmental issues, exhibited a capacity to retain environmental images for an extended period,

and demonstrated a willingness to express their feelings about the environment through songs or drawings. Third,

elementary students who engaged in camping with a focus on consumption were more adept at grasping important

content related to environmental issues than students participating in appreciation and sports-oriented camping.

Additionally, they exhibited a higher ability to articulate their thoughts on these issues verbally.

Key words: camping experience, camping, types of camping activity, environmental education, environmental

competency
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