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How to Practise the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

in Compulsory Subject “Geography” Lesson in Japan?*
- Focusing on the Chapter “International Understanding and International Cooperation” -

Ja Yeon Yang**
BEE: 7 Yo 2 SR ANFY D YUY RS B 24 A5 T 5 e
S1a112] o] AL S BSOS A2 Sl A A0 s oletel %ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁégfﬁﬁa

ESD7ub ) A2l 50 401 o] AN S Bol 2ALE 1A, T 542 A
R L e L L RS ES DR U
o] O HABhic YA, A BAIR U G-2 Hlo 2 Xea 4 4ol A] A ESDO] 5L wck 1 2t
0] et hado] Qo] A e B4 o] Al S ol Al 3, T AR 42 Zelol 4] el wa Gl FD, B4,
A7) Aol chto] e et Ah. 2 Atk ofo 274 3ke] AZtE 4= L= ESD, AU, X174 342 Al 92 0 2 w7

AAle] 0.2 A2k £ 4= Gl ESD7H A 3 gl

%lf%%}@l, Q%XPOH 71] ESD7 } Ul A g

F20]: “A|2|F, ESD, AP, A @4, G

Abstract: This study aims to identify the significance of ESD as practised in school geography according to the
interpretations and definitions of each region and country by analysing the teaching practices of ESD in the Japanese
upper secondary school compulsory subject “Geography”. To achieve this purpose, first, the definition of ESD and
its relationship to school geography, which are interpreted differently in each region and country’s studies were
reviewed through literature research. Second, the participant observation of a “geography” that conducted ESD was
analysed. Third, learners’ responses to the lessons under observation and teachers who practised the participant
observation lessons conducted semi-structured interviews and examined them. Fourth, the “Geography” practice
that performed the ESD was identified based on the analyses. As a result, ESD in the new compulsory subject
“Geography” practised in Japan, which was the subject of this study, had the following results: first, ESD in

“Geography” is considered as the whole subject contents, not the specific units; second, ESD in “Geography” enables

*This work was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number JP24K16675.
o z3atska Q17| EY AT (unior Researcher, Institute of Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba), yang.jayeon. gt@u, tsukuba.ac.jp
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students to investigate and think about global issues based on proper data; and Finally, ESD in “Geography” that

makes students think about global issues more locally and as their own.

Key words: “Geography”, Education for sustainable development, school geography, geography lesson, Japan
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