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Abstract: This study examines the characteristics and implications of French elementary geographic education by
analyzing the 2020 elementary curriculum in France. Elementary geographic education in France is systematically
conducted from an early age, securing a high level of subject status such as "Questions of the World,, an integrated
subject with a high proportion of geographic topics in the lower grades, and "History and Geography., an
independent subject in the higher grades. In addition, one of the common cross-curricular competencies
(representation of world and human activities) that must be cultivated in all subjects during the elementary school
course (Cycle 2) to the middle school course (Cycle 4) is also highly related to geographic education. In addition,
elementary geographic education in France is characterized by organizing the contents by using the expanding
environments framework within the unit subjects such as location, space organization, lifestyles, landscapes, life
place, movement, communication, and sustainable development, and the concentric circle expansion method that

crosses various spatial scales for each subject. Through the selection and organization of such contents, elementary
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geographic education in France ultimately seeks to understand the place of life as an existential space and to cultivate

a spatial perspective on the world. The characteristics have some implications for our elementary geography

education, such as reflecting on the nature of geography education, the need to strengthen understanding of spatial

aspects of location and life, and the applicability of the method of expanding horizon by subject.

Key words: 2020 French primary curriculum, characteristics of the French primary geography curriculum,

geography educational implicationsCurriculum
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