SHEX|2BIAWKSIS|X|, 34(2), 15~34, 2026. 5. https://doi.org/10.17279/jkagee.2026.34.2.15

s wWAISS] XGRo] Giot JHE g A+
- Lather®] ‘2 92'] 2[0S FMO -

oA HEET URF T AT

A Study on Elementary School Teachers’ Conceptual Ecologies of Regionalization

- Focusing on Lather’s Notion of ‘Getting Lost’ -
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Abstract: This study explores teachers’ conceptual ecologies in regionalization in elementary social studies. Four
teachers from a district office of education in Seoul were interviewed, and their responses were analyzed
qualitatively. The findings showed that the teachers initially provided similar answers using curriculum-related
terminology, but their perspectives gradually diverged. These differences were shaped by personal experiences,
educational philosophies, understandings of students, and local contexts, producing interpretations that were difficult
to integrate into a single framework. The teachers’ conceptual ecologies of regionalization were found to be
context-dependent and continuously reconstructed through practice. Although the researchers initially expected to

identify relatively stable and coherent conceptual ecologies, the interviews revealed moments of hesitation,
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uncertainty, and conflicting justifications within and across teachers’ responses. Their understandings of regionalization

were not fixed, but dynamically formed within their own ecological contexts. Rather than resolving or integrating

these differences into a unified interpretation, this study presents the teachers’ conceptual ecologies in their divergent

and unresolved forms. The findings suggest that understanding how teachers interpret and practice regionalization

requires attention to the dynamic process through which meaning is constructed within the relationship between

researchers and participants. The study ultimately calls for expanded opportunities for such dialogic engagement in

regionalization research and, more broadly, in geography education research.
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