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Changes in Elementary School Students’ Peace and Unification Sensitivity

and Place Representations of the Korean Peninsula through
a Peer Tutoring-Based Peace and Unification Project

Kanghee Lee™
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Abstract: This study examined changes in elementary school students’ peace and unification sensitivity and place
representations of the Korean Peninsula through a peer tutoring-based peace and unification project. The participants
were 48 fifth-grade students in Busan who worked with sixth-grade tutors. Survey responses, mental maps, and
open-ended responses were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. The results showed significant improvements
in overall peace and unification sensitivity, unification awareness, relational perception, and perception of peace and
unification agency, while pluralistic and peaceful perception showed no significant change. Qualitative findings
indicated that students’ representations partially expanded from disconnectedness and otherness toward connectedness,
coexistence, and mobility. These findings suggest that CAPT (cross-age peer tutoring)-based peace and unification
projects grounded in a relational view of place can serve as a practical approach in elementary geography education

for linking students’ peace and unification sensitivity with their place representations of the Korean Peninsula.

Key words: peer tutoring, cross-age peer tutoring, peace and unification education, peace and unification sensitivity,

place representations of the Korean Peninsula, relational view of place
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