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An Analysis of the Alignment of ‘Map Elements’ Learning in Elementary
Social Studies and Directions for Geographical Education Reconstruction
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Abstract: This study analyzed the manifestation of ‘map elements’ learning design principles from the 2022
Revised Social Studies Curriculum in authorized textbooks and explored directions for geographical educational
reconstruction. To this end, eight authorized textbooks were systematically reviewed using Bowen’s qualitative
document analysis and Webb’s alignment model. The analysis revealed that while external curriculum guidelines
were faithfully followed, qualitative limitations such as fragmented learning and the use of decontextualized
geographical materials were present in terms of the depth and structure of knowledge. Additionally, the use of digital
media was found to be concentrated on specific elements. Consequently, this study proposed performance-centered
wayfinding activities to foster spatial literacy and suggested expanding media into digital environments. This
research holds educational significance by providing a practical basis for improving the quality of future textbook

development and instructional design.

Key words: Map elements, Webb’s alignment model, Spatial literacy, Performative transition, Digital media
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