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Analysis of the Singaporean Geography Curriculum Centered on Sustainability
- Focus on the 2022/23 Secondary and Pre-University Syllabus -

JaYeon Yang*
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Abstract: This study investigates the design characteristics of a sustainability-centred school geography curriculum
through an analysis of the Singaporean secondary geography curriculum under the new Full Subject-Based Banding
(Full SBB) system. Methodologically, a literature review of geography syllabi and assessment criteria at the
secondary and pre-university levels was conducted, complemented by semi-structured interviews with two members
of the Syllabus Development Committee. The findings are as follows: First, the revised curriculum exhibits structural
integration where geography curriculum concepts, learning progressions, and continuity are systematically organised
around the central theme of sustainability. Second, contemporary challenges related to sustainable development
serve as the primary criteria for content selection, specifically focusing on water resources, tropical climates, tourism,
and urban environments—areas also emphasised in the Singapore Green Plan. Third, the curriculum provides explicit
conceptual definitions and maps to visualise the flow between concepts. Furthermore, it presents a progressive
sequence of questions that guides students from a representational understanding to a critical evaluation of
sustainability issues, promoting an inquiry-based approach.

Key words: School Geography, Singapore, Sustainability, Full Subject-Based Banding, Geography Curriculum
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