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Development of a Place-Based Geomorphology and
Environmental Education Program to Connect Students’ Lives
with Their Local Environment*
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Abstract: In the context of accelerating climate change and urbanization, environmental issues highlight the
growing importance of education that helps students understand local geomorphological and environmental
conditions. However, geomorphology education in schools still remains largely conceptual and detached from
students’ lived spaces and local environmental problems. Responding to this gap, this study aimed to develop a
place-based geomorphology and environmental education program that enables students to understand regional
geomorphological and environmental issues within the context of their daily lives, while fostering ecocentric values
and a sense of responsibility as ecological citizens. This study demonstrates a shift in geomorphology education from
abstract knowledge transmission toward region-based, practice-oriented inquiry. It offers a concrete pathway for

school geography education to connect students’ learning with their lived experiences and local communities.

Key words: place-based education, geomorphology and environmental education, geomorphology education,

place awareness, environmental sensitivity
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